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In the fall of 2009, God dealt with Calvary Gospel 
Church’s Youth Pastor, Rev. Phil Demos, to start hav-
ing youth services on a weekly basis. At first he re-
sisted, but as God confirmed and opened doors, he 
said, “Yes, Lord.”  

The first Ignite service was held on Wednesday, 
February 10, in the Fellowship Hall. At 5:45 p.m., the 
praise team began practice for the service starting at 
7:00. Pastor Phil described how nervous he was about 
this first service. He said instead of butterfly nerves he 
had Teradactal (big, old bird) nerves.  

Pastor Phil preached from Acts 2:37-47 about 
unity. He advised those present to separate from the 
world, uniting with others who are sincerely living for 
God; repent everyday and receive God’s forgiveness; 
and read the Word and apply it to their lives. He en-
couraged them saying God is always there to help, and 
He has a plan for each of them.  

Goals for the coming year include having consistent 
attendance of at least 50, having two visitors attend 
each service, and 17 youth baptized and filled with the 
Holy Ghost in the services or as a result of them. For 
this first Ignite service, there were 45 in attendance and 
3 visitors.  

Many thanks go to Pastor Roy Grant, Jason and 
Allison Brost, Glen Uselmann, Kevin and Linda 
Brown, Bilinda Serra, and Tim and Brittney Powell for 

all their hard work in getting this up and running. Pas-
tor Demos created the Ignite logo, and it looks great! 
Thanks also to Shane Maki, Patrick O’Malley, and 
Andrew Brown for revamping the sound system and to 
Pastor Phil’s boss, Richard Bond, for donating some of 
the equipment needed for the sound system. New di-
viders for the Fellowship Hall were purchased using 
general church funds and Youth Department funds. 
They look so much better than the old ones and are 
much, much easier to move and configure. 

This new direction is bringing excitement to our 
youth group. This ministry requires a tremendous 
amount of time and energy. We are very thankful to 
Pastor Phil, Sis. Fiona, and the entire youth team for 
their burden to see our children living for Jesus and 
ready for heaven.                     

 --Valerie Hvam/Ellen Haupt 

“IGNITE” YOUTH SERVICES  
Youth Now Worship in Their Own Service on Wednesdays 
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Welcome to the Family of  God 
Please look for these new “babies in Christ,” meet them,  

welcome them to Calvary Gospel Church, and pray for them daily. 

Profiles of Members of the  

FAMILY OF GODFAMILY OF GOD  

   Maria Alvorez Diaz               Rose Arnold                    Sidney Bey                    Galen Kirts 

        Billy Larson                   Dontate Pollard                Melissa Pollard        Kimberly Washington 

Ward and Anne Meyer met in 
1980 in Green Bay when Ward 
rented an upper apartment from 
Anne and her two young daughters, 
Denise and Alicia. Ward soon be-
came friends with the girls, then 
Anne. They married in 1983 and 
added another daughter, Olivia, and a 
son, Morgan, to their family. They 
moved to Sun Prairie in 1987.  

All of their children are now 
adults. Denise and Alicia both live in 
Maple Grove, Minnesota, and each 
has two sons, so Ward and Anne en-
joy visiting the grandsons in Minne-
sota. Olivia is currently finishing her 
Master’s Degree in Washington, DC. 
Morgan attends the UW School of 
Education. He recently spent a year 
studying abroad in Israel. Anne and 
Ward were able to visit him there last 
year. They spent time in Jerusalem 
and saw sites such as Nazareth, 
Capernaum, the Jordan River, the 
Dead Sea, and Bethlehem. 

Anne works at Target on the east 
side of Madison. Ward has been in 
the printing industry all of his adult 
life and currently works for Suttle-
Straus in Waunakee. He also works 
part-time at Gander Mountain where, 
he notes, he has seen many of you. 

Ward grew up in a traditional 
church and was always very in-
volved. However, like Cornelius in 

Ward and Anne Meyer 

Acts 2, he didn't have all that God 
wanted him to have. While at a class 
reunion in 1997, Ward became reac-
quainted with a high school class-
mate who was introduced as 
“Reverend” Jim Derber. Ward asked 
about the title, and Bro. Derber in-
vited Ward to church. Even though 

Ward was an elder at the church he 
was attending and thought he knew 
all he needed to know, he went to 
Bro. Derber’s church (Calvary Gos-
pel Church). Ward found out quickly 
that he didn't know much at all. In 
one service, he went from spiritually 
mature to spiritual infant. Shortly 

thereafter, Bro. Derber (who 
now pastors in Beaver Dam) 
baptized Ward in Jesus' name, 
and he came up out of the wa-
ter with stammering lips. 
Since then it has been "here a 
little, there a little, precept 
upon precept, line upon line" 

(Continued on page 11) 

Anne and Ward at Hebrew University  
on Mount Scopus, Israel 

     Troy Abplanalp            Karen Grunewald                Victoria Otton                 Sharief Williams 
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by Scotia Leonardson 
 

Voces Unidas (United Voices) is 
a host of voices from Argentina, 
Mexico, Puerto Rico, Colombia, 
Guatemala, the U.S., and Peru com-
ing together in song and prayer. Em-
bracing the cultural and individual 
nuances that make each person 
unique, Voces Unidas celebrates dif-
ferences and breaks down cultural, 
racial, and class barriers by preach-
ing the simple gospel and loving as 
Jesus loves. 

Voces Unidas is approaching its 
seventh anniversary. Since the first 
service on March 15, 2003, we have 
seen God’s glory manifested time 
and again in our worship services. 
He continually encourages us for-
ward with His sweet presence, con-
firming our passion to reach the 
Spanish-speaking community of 
Dane County. It has not been an easy 
journey, but one filled with hardships 
and battles! I remember how over-
whelming a task it seemed seven 
years ago to reach a community with 
such varying cultures and beliefs. 
The one unifying characteristic of all 
these countries is the language, and 
seven years ago, few of us spoke it. 
The majority of our praise team did 
not know Spanish (including my-
self), so we labored over CDs and 

(Continued on page 4) 

by Scotia Leonardson 
 

The second annual Spanish Mid-
winter Camp Meeting, hosted by Vo-
ces Unidas, was held at Calvary Gos-
pel Church (CGC) February 19 and 20. 
It was a beautiful time in the Lord. 
People filled the altars from the very 
beginning of the services, dancing, 
spinning, and singing to the Lord. At 
one point in the Friday evening ser-
vice, about 15 men formed a train and 
ran the aisles, dodging the hands and 
feet of other dancers. On Saturday 
morning, both the ladies and the men 
formed trains and danced around the 
sanctuary. 

It is hard to find words to capture 
adequately the depth and beauty of this 
worship. It must be experienced. This 
is to say, if you crave deeper worship, 
you really must come to a service and 
experience the freedom of completely 
surrendering to the Lord in dance and 
song. It brings to mind Psalm 42:7 
(NKJV), “Deep calleth unto deep at the 
noise of thy waterspouts: all thy waves 
and thy billows are gone over me.” 
What I have found in the Spanish-
speakers that I have known is they 
completely turn themselves over to the 
presence of God when they worship. 
Rather than sitting back and “letting 
God touch them,” most Spanish-
speaking church members reach out 

(Continued on page 10) 

The speaker for the February 21 
service at Voces Unidas en Cristo 
Jesus was Bro. Jose García. Before he 
spoke, his wife, Sis. Rosa, gave a tes-
timony. She said it is hard to believe 
that her husband was actually going 
to stand in front of a congregation 
and speak. He has always been very 
shy and would not stand up in front a 
group for any reason. What had 
brought about the change in Jose? To 
put it in one word – Jesus. 

Jose and Rosa gave their lives to 
God in February 1983 in another 
church. They first visited Voces Uni-
das in 2005. Although they had re-
ceived the Holy Ghost, they had not 
been baptized in Jesus’ name. How-
ever, on March 20, 2005,  Rosa was 
baptized.  Jose was baptized a few 
weeks later on April 9. Both of the 
Garcías immediately became in-
volved in the church, doing whatever 
their hands (and Pastor Aguirre) 
found for them to do. 

Brother García became head usher 
and soon took the big step to pray for 
the offering. He continued to grow 
and increase in boldness. Before he 
gave his sermon on Sunday, he said 
that the Pastor had pushed him to 
move forward in his service to Christ, 
and he was thankful for that. 
The Garcías have two children, Jose 
II and Adriana Beatriz, who is 

(Continued on page 8) 

Voces Unidas Ministry  
Spotlight 

 

Voces Unidas  
Approaches  

7th Anniversary 

Voces Unidas 
Hosts Spanish 

Midwinter Camp 

Meet Jose and 
Rosa García 



PAGE 4  CGC NEWS 

lyric sheets, trying to make sense of 
the songs. Looking back, I remember 
the challenges and the struggles, but 
they fade so quickly when I compare 
them to the joy of seeing broken hearts 
restored and lives transformed by the 
hands of our Creator. 

I am so proud of our pastor, Raul 
Aguirre, and his wife Suzanne for all 
the sacrifices they have made and their 
constant love and devotion to the 
church. Every member and visitor is 
made to feel at home. Pastor Aguirre 
tells the congregation frequently, "You 
can feel at home here, because this is 
your Father’s house. Whatever you 
need is already here for the taking.” 
This creates an atmosphere of expecta-
tion in which anything is possible! We 
recently had an elderly woman healed 
of cancer after simply coming down to 
the altar and believing the Father had 
healing for her.  

Sister Aguirre is always an encour-
agement to those around her and con-
tinually uplifts our spirits with her 
words of wisdom.  When I talk to my 
pastor’s wife, I walk away feeling cared 
for and loved.  She brings such a sweet 
spirit to our church, and has soothed 
many troubled souls over the years.  

We have a full crew of workers in 
Voces Unidas. Our praise band consists 
of Richard and Monica Aguirre; Paul, 
Phillip, and Michael Aguirre; Antonela 
and Isaías Vallejos; Mike Bakken; 
Yessenia Salazar; and myself. We also 
have a ladies ministry headed up by Sis. 
Rosa García, a thriving Sunday School 
program directed by Sis. Suzanne 
Aguirre, and an active youth ministry 
led by Richard and Monica Aguirre. 
Our events coordinator is Sis. Gloria de 
la Vega, who is currently facilitating the 
purchase of bumper stickers displaying 
our name and address. Everywhere we 
go, people will see who we are! 

We have an action-packed schedule 
with services and prayer throughout the 
week. We started a mid-week service 
on Tuesday night, which consists of 
worship and Bible teaching. Each week, 
a different ministry presents to us the 
Word. Last week, Rosa García spoke 
about the danger of allowing bitterness 
to grow in our heart and how we con-
taminate those around us without realiz-
ing it. Two weeks ago, Richard Aguirre 
talked to us about how we must be 
strong yet flexible, so that we don’t 
break when the storms of life come our 
way.  

We also have a Thursday night cell 
group that meets in the café at the 

Apostolics of Sun Prairie church. Every 
Saturday night is prayer, and we also 
meet for early-morning prayer each 
Sunday. 

On behalf of Pastor Aguirre and all 
the church, we would like to thank Pas-
tor and Sis. Grant and the members of 
Calvary Gospel Church for the contin-
ued support over the years. We are for-
ever grateful for the prayers and love 
that we feel from CGC. Continue to 
pray and spread the word about Voces 
Unidas, the Pentecostal bilingual church 
on Commercial Avenue! We know that 
members of CGC come into contact 
with Spanish speakers on a daily basis. 
We have fliers and business cards that 
we would be happy to give you to help 
you spread the word! It is very likely 
that many of them have heard about us 
already, and that extra contact might be 
the very thing that brings them through 
the sanctuary doors. 

I talked to Pastor Aguirre recently 
about the vision of the church, and he 
is very excited about what the Lord is 
doing in the church and the commu-
nity. Last year, we had over thirty peo-
ple baptized in Jesus’ name, and we 
are expecting even greater things this 
year. Our slogan for this year is, 
“¡Siendo fuerte en 2010!” “Being 
strong in 2010!”                            SL 

Anniversary 
(Continued from page 3) 

Calvary Gospel Church has a be-
nevolent fund to which some of our 
members contribute on a regular ba-
sis, occasionally, or as the Lord 
blesses. The fund is overseen by the 
Benevolent Fund Committee. 

Because of the growing economic 
problems in our country, there has 
been an increase in the number of 
requests for assistance from the be-
nevolent fund. Therefore, a new pro-
cedure for requesting funds has re-

cently been set in place.  
Members needing emergency fi-

nancial help may apply to the Com-
mittee by completing an application, 
which is available on the reception 
desk, and turning it in at the church 
office. It will then be considered by 
the Committee as funds are available.  

The Committee is willing to offer 
assistance to anyone with an urgent 
need, but the needs of our own mem-

bers are given priority. Even then, the 
needs usually exceed the funds avail-
able.  

(If you wish to contribute to the 
benevolent fund, simply designate the 
amount on an offering envelope. You 
may be assured the Benevolent Fund 
Committee will carefully evaluate the 
needs presented to them and use the 
funds wisely and prayerfully.)  

—Ellen Haupt 

New Procedures in Place for Benevolent Fund 

God has highways where we don’t even see trailsGod has highways where we don’t even see trailsGod has highways where we don’t even see trailsGod has highways where we don’t even see trails. 
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The evening service on Sunday, 
February 7, was set aside to honor 
the latest graduates of the Christian 
Intervention Program (CIP). The 
graduates included three adults and 
seven teens.  

The teen CIP classes are con-
ducted by Tony Muniz and Melissa 
Moran and are an outgrowth of 
Tony’s burden for young people and 
his ministry at the Dane County Ju-
venile Reception Center (juvenile 
jail). Bro. Tony has designed special 
plaques that are presented to each 
youth graduate. The plaques contain 
the CIP pledge and the graduate’s 
name and date of graduation. 

--Ellen Haupt 

Seven Youth Graduates Join the Adults for CIP GraduationSeven Youth Graduates Join the Adults for CIP GraduationSeven Youth Graduates Join the Adults for CIP GraduationSeven Youth Graduates Join the Adults for CIP Graduation    
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Bilinda and Orlando, 
we will miss you! 
 
Bilinda and Orlando Serra will be mov-
ing to Arkansas at the end of this month. 
They will leave a big hole at Calvary  
Gospel Church. 

 
Bilinda and Orlando are always working—most times behind the scenes. 
Orlando paints, fixes, sets up, decorates, and does anything else that needs 
doing. He has also been helping ARISE with their housing unit. Bilinda has 
done most of the decorating for many years. The floral arrangements, inside 
the church and also outside the entrance doors, are her handiwork. She does 
the Christmas and other seasonal decorating also. Both of them do much 
more, but since they are usually working behind the scenes, you may not 
realize how much they have done. 
 
Now, they must move to Arkansas due to a transfer necessitated by 
Bilinda’s employer closing their Madison office. We will all miss them, 
especially Bro. and Sis. Grant; Bilinda is Bro. Grant’s “favorite” niece. We 
wish them God’s blessings in their new home. 

—Ellen Haupt �����
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Mentoring Works 
 

Lighthouse Church, in conjunction 
with other Madison-area churches, is 
part of a faith-based mentoring ser-
vice called "Mentoring Works." This 
service focuses on mentoring young 
teens between the ages of 12 and 15 
who struggle with anger management. 
If you have a desire to help teens de-
velop a relationship with God and 
change how they deal with life's tri-
als, here's how you can get involved: 

 

� A weekly time commitment is be-
tween two to six hours (six hours is 
considered full-time). 
� Meetings are held at the following 

times and locations: 
Every other Monday evening at 
6 p.m. at Lighthouse Church 
(located on Madison's west side 
on the corner of Regent Street 
and Whitney Way). 
Every Tuesday evening at 6 
p.m. at the Dane County Juve-
nile Detention Center. 
Every Thursday evening at 
6:45 p.m. at Mendota Mental 
Health for a "Focus Group" 
meeting. 
 

Contact Mike Bakken at (608) 
446-5253 and leave a message. Mike 
will return your phone call. Rev. Ted 
Krajewski and Tony Muniz are also 
other points of contact. 
 
 
 

Couples Fellowships 
 

In 2010, Pastor Roy and Sis. Lois 
Grant have set out to minister to 
CGC's couples by hosting couples 
fellowships at their home. In years 
past, Pastor Roy and Sis. Lois hosted 
hundreds of people at their home for 
pig roasts and other large events. 
They'd now like to focus their atten-
tion to smaller groups of 20 to 30 
people. 

Some of you may have already 
attended one of these fellowships, but 
Pastor Roy and Sis. Lois would like 
others at CGC to follow in their foot-
steps and begin hosting the same type 
of fellowship at their homes, poten-
tially reaching everyone at CGC. 

Hosting a fellowship doesn't have 
to be complicated. Here's a few point-
ers to make planning simple: 
Create a list of couples/individuals 

you'd like to fellowship with 
(ideally some you know and some 
you don't know). It doesn't have 
to be 20 to 30 people, but as 
many as your home (or local 
park) will allow. 

Create an easy menu so everyone can 
bring one item to make the meal 
complete. 

Decide on a date, time, and place. 
Distribute invitations to those on your 

list via a good old-fashioned pa-
per invite, e-mail, or even Face-
book. 

Prepare to have a great time of 
food, fellowship, and fun. There does 
not have to be an agenda, but it's a 
great opportunity to just get to know 
one another.  

—Jane Rossing 

Opportunity Knocks 
Ministry Openings Currently Available 

Juvenile Reception 
Center (JRC): 

One Sister’s Testimony 
 

An interview with Sis. Kathy Wuest 
  
 
Why are you involved with the 
JRC? 
“Previous personal experience and 
the wish that I would have had peo-
ple who actually cared about me 
when I was a youth attracted me to 
this ministry. I can identify with 
these kids, and because of my past,  
I believe God has prepared and 
called me to this ministry.” 
  
What has been accomplished since 
your involvement? 
“Giving hope and being a role 
model. By sharing parts of my fam-
ily, my past, and how God has 
changed my life through the New 
Birth experience, these kids can see 
the impact of God in my daily life. 
Because I have been where they are, 
I can relate to their needs, thoughts, 
and fears.  Seeing the positive 
changes in their lives from people 
caring and how we make a differ-
ence is very gratifying and yet hum-
bling.” 
  
Where do you go from here; your 
personal goals for future involve-
ment?   
“I want my life to be God-centered 
and God-filled. It is only by ex-
ample that these kids will begin to 
believe. Continuing to restore in 
their lives hope for a productive fu-
ture—they need to know that they 
can have a fresh start to life, it’s not 
too late. Jesus makes the difference.” 
  
It has been a little over a year since 
Sis. Kathy Wuest joined Bro. Tony 
Muniz in this inter-faith ministry. A 
number of other CGC members have 
volunteered in this ministry from 
time to time.  Their service is greatly 
appreciated.                       —T. Blake 
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Thank You for Helping to Send Aid to HaitiThank You for Helping to Send Aid to Haiti  
A Report on How Your Giving Helped 

These are pictures of the personal care kits being handed out.  The two pictures on either side show Ken Mandley handing out the kits at a clinic. 
The middle picture shows a man who has received one of the personal care kits made up by CGC and sent to Haiti. 

HAITIAN REPORT 
 

Ken Mandley and the team from 
Haitian Missions returned from Haiti 
on February 18. He reported it was a 
life-altering experience. The devasta-
tion is worse than the media has been 
able to portray. 

Ken reported what they were able 

to do was only a drop in the bucket as 
far as the need is concerned. How-
ever, for the people they helped, it 
was something major. They treated 
1,400 medical patients and distributed 
5,000 pounds of rice, 500 pounds of 
beans, and 21 cases of pasta. 

The pictures show Ken handing 
out the personal care kits CGC assem-

bled and sent with him. He said they 
were much appreciated. 

Haitian Missions has purchased 
another school bus and is having it 
overhauled. They will then ship it 
loaded with more supplies. It is 
cheaper to ship a bus than to rent a 
cargo box, and the ministry then has 
the bus to use.           --Eileen Mandley 
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Write a CaptionWrite a CaptionWrite a Caption   
Funny Pictures 

Write a caption and e-mail it to Ellen Haupt at 
erh2@enturytel.net,  

or write it down and give it to her at church. 
 

Sorry, Sis. Uselmann, We’re using a picture with you in it again. Sorry, Sis. Uselmann, We’re using a picture with you in it again. Sorry, Sis. Uselmann, We’re using a picture with you in it again. Sorry, Sis. Uselmann, We’re using a picture with you in it again.     
You just have such a photogenic face!You just have such a photogenic face!You just have such a photogenic face!You just have such a photogenic face!    

This picture was taken while the 
Helping Hands ministry was making 
meals to be frozen for use later to 
help out when someone is ill or in-
jured. 
 
This is your chance to put 
words in Sis. Bev’s mouth! 

This was the picture in the January issue.  
Here are the captions that were sent in:     
 
 “Where’s the beef?” – Bro. Russell 

“Where’s the turkey?” –Ellen Haupt 

“Are you sure that's not mold on there?" -- Justin Wall. 

“I don’t think I left enough room for dessert.” – anon. 
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id you guess Jordan P
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ell, R
icky Thorpe, and Ted W

aggoner? 

 
married to Paul Aguirre. They also 
have four grandchildren. The desire 
of their hearts is to be used of God 
and do all they can to further His 
work in Voces Unidas. 

--Eileen Mandley  

Garcias 
(Continued from page 3) 

BIBLE QUIZZING UPDATE 
 
On January 30, the Senior Bible Quiz-
zers Katie Enger, Jamin Powell, and Jacob 
Zimmerman placed 2nd out of 3 teams. 
Katie and Jamin made the All-tournament 
team, and Jacob Zimmerman the overall 
high scorer, in the Intermediate Division.  
 
February 20: 
Beginners (A Div.) - The team of Mar-
geret Ackah, Cassie Zimmerman and 
Anna Zank took first place. The team of 
Clayton Czernikowski and Seth Merkus 
took fourth place. Margeret, Cassie and 
Clayton made the all tournament team 
meaning they were high scorers of the 
tournament. 
 

Intermediate (C Div.) - The team of 
Isaiah Gardner and Caleb Zimmerman 
took second place. 
A team consisting of Elsa Zank and Kaleb 
Hoger also participated but did not place. 
Elsa Zank, Kaleb Hoger, Caleb Zimmer-
man and Isaiah Gardner all made the all 
tournament team, meaning they were high 
scorers in their division. 
 

Experienced (E Div.) - Collin 
Czernikowski and Marc Capacio took 
third place in the tournament. They both 
made the all tournament team. 
  
February 27 Senior Quiz: 
The team of Jacob Zimmerman, Jamin 
Powell, and Katie Engers took first 
place.  All three made the all-tournament 
team.  
 
    The next quiz will be in Madison on 
March 20. You are all encouraged to stop 
by Calvary Gospel and see your quiz team 
in action!!!  
    God bless, and thanks for your prayers 
and support. 

 
—Valerie Hvam/Justin Wall 
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   Blissful, carefree 
women with a soda in 
one hand and a hair 
dryer in the other…
cries of recognition 
and pure joy as 
women greet each 
other after a year of 

separation…nearly a 
thousand women wor-

shipping and praising God together in 
an atmosphere thick with the presence 
of God…awesome speakers who keep 
you on the edge of your seat as they 
tell amazing stories of the wonderful 
works of God (or stories about driving 
off and leaving their husbands at gas 
stations as in the case of this year’s 
speaker!).   

These descriptions are meant to 
give you a feel for the events sur-
rounding the Wisconsin District La-
dies’ Retreats. This year’s event will 
take place in Appleton at the Paper 
Valley Hotel. The retreat lasts from 
Thursday evening through Saturday 
morning of Mother’s Day weekend. It 
is possible to attend part of the retreat 
if that whole block of time doesn’t fit 
your schedule. There are services 
Thursday night, Friday night, and Sat-
urday morning with plenty of free time 
Friday afternoon for catching up with 
friends, shopping, or an uninterrupted 
nap!  

The speakers this year include 
Donna Linville, who can sing like an 
angel and tell a story like no other, and 
Janice Sjostrand, another talented 
singer and songwriter.  

Complete information and costs for 
registration and lodging are available 
from Martha Czerniakowski. The  
registration deadline is April 9.  
Hope you can make it. And thanks in 
advance to all the dads and husbands 
who pick up the slack to make this get-
away possible. 

                        --Martha Czerniakowski 

Ladies’ Retreat Ladies’ Retreat Ladies’ Retreat Ladies’ Retreat     
Fun, Uplifting, Relaxing 

Martha  
Czerniakowski 

I have been walking without the 
cane for the past two months and 
have resumed all normal activity. 
God is so good! It is hard to 
believe the doctors gave up 
on my foot in Septem-
ber. In fact, at that 
time, the 
twice-
daily  

 
 

 
IV antibiotics had not 

worked on my infection, and 
the ulcer had continued to get worse 
through September. They ran out of 
remedies and expected me to die 
without amputation.  

Then a miracle took place. The 
infection was healed, and the ulcer 
healed completely. By November, 
the bones that were pushing out the 
bottom of my foot from the Charcot 
disease were miraculously reformed 
and an arch in my foot began return-
ing to normal. I have now been in 
normal shoes for three months! 

The healing continues to take 
place. Walking normally is still 
something that I have to do con-
sciously. Being in a wheel chair for 
two months and walking with a 
cane for four months has left mus-
cles weak, needing to be strength-
ened and retrained.  

 

Thank you, Jesus.  
Praise belongs to God for 

the body of Christ who has 
diligently prayed on my 

behalf. Just recently, I 
met someone I had not 

known before at CGC. She 
said, "Oh, you’re the one we prayed 
for a year ago in January when a 
wire was lost in your vein. We 
prayed that God would give you a 
calm spirit through that ordeal.” The 
power of those prayers did keep me 
calm during the 2-1/2-hour proce-
dure, through which I was conscious 
the entire time. Truly, our strength is 
in each other, or should I say in the 
Holy Ghost that lives in our family 
of faith. I could not have gotten 
through that ordeal without the in-
tercessory prayers of my brothers 
and sisters in Christ.  

I faced death twice; endured two 
six-week, twice-daily IV regimes; 
faced amputation; and experienced 
life in a wheel chair during 2009. It 
was the most challenging year of my 
life on the physical plane, but it was 
the greatest-ever year spiritually. I 
am blessed beyond measure! 

 
—Thomas Blake 

I would rather live my life as if there is a God,  
 and die to find out there isn't, than live my life  
as if there isn't, and die to find out there is.  

    ��������	  
         A Testimony from Tom Blake 
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Engage the Word of God:  

make a greater commitment to share 
God’s word.  

 

If you are teaching a Home Bible 
Study (HBS) or are available to teach, 
please let us know whom you’re teach-
ing or that you are available to teach.  

 

If you desire to be taught a Home 
Bible Study, please let us know.  

 

The best way to be plugged into the 
HBS program for both teacher and  

student is through our email:  
 

hbs@calvarygospelchuch.org. 

and touch HIM. I can attempt to ex-
plain this by comparing it to many of 
the stories we hear about overseas 
churches and rallies. They depend on 
the Lord for everything, and they 
come into His presence desperately 
calling out to Him. Many Spanish-
speaking immigrants are far from 
their homes and families, but when 
they come into the sweet presence  
of God, they instantly feel at home. 
They may have three jobs and a fam-
ily to provide for, but they cast all 
that worry and pressure at the feet  
of their Creator. Therefore, David 
expresses this kind of worship per-
fectly in Psalm 42:7. It is the deepest 
part of us crying out to our Savior as 
He washes over us with the healing 
waves of His Spirit. In this commun-

ion, we receive our healing…through 
worship. 

In fact, Pastor Raul Aguirre of 
Voces Unidas was approached by two 
different people after the afternoon 
service who asked him, “Did you see 
what happened this morning?” They 
said that while the Madison praise 
team was singing, they saw a bright 
light appear behind the musicians. 
The light then split into two angels, 
who started spinning. As they spun, 
more bright lights started shooting 
out of their hands. These two people 
reported that it was at this moment 
that the congregation flooded the al-
tars dancing. I can personally attest to 
the fact that we felt the weight of His 
glory as we played that day like never 
before. 

Spanish Midwinter Camp included 
several praise teams from the Wiscon-
sin district. Friday night, the ALMAS 

praise team, pastored by Bro. Henry 
and Sis. Jennifer Chocontá in Milwau-
kee, led the service. Saturday morn-
ing’s music was led by Voces Unidas, 
and the praise team from Pastor Fede-
rico and Sis. Marie Sotillos’ church in 
Green Bay led the worship for the 
afternoon service. 

Our Wisconsin District Superin-
tendent, Rev. John Putnam, preached 
on Friday night. Pastor Juan and Sis. 
Claudia Perez, from Texas, came and 
ministered to us on Saturday. He 
spoke to the men and she to the la-
dies. We came back together for the 
afternoon service in which Bro. Perez 
spoke to us all on “From the Ordinary 
to the Extraordinary.” I think 
“extraordinary” would be an accurate 
description of the weekend as a 
whole. I know that we all returned to 
our churches rejuvenated and re-
freshed in the Holy Ghost.          SL 

Spanish Midwinter Camp 
(Continued from page 3) 
 

All Around the Church 
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As my prayers gave thanks to 
God today, I relived that moment in 
time when the neighbor boy Timmy 
couldn’t wait to run over to me to 
show me his catechism book and a 
picture of Jesus. He exclaimed, 
“This is God!” 
 

A Word of Thanks… 
Thank you to all of our Home 

Bible Study teachers who share the 
Good News of the death, burial, and 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  You are all doing a great 
job!  It brings to mind a game that 
we played as little children called 
“Follow the Leader.” There is actu-
ally a brief article about it in Wikipe-
dia. As children, we were always 
willing to play Follow the Leader. 
Christianity has not only survived 
but has flourished for two millenni-
ums because twelve called-out men 
played Follow the Leader and passed 

it generation to generation, 
down to us. As we follow the 
Leader, the Holy Ghost, we 
become leaders for Christ, of 
Christ, and in Christ; Jesus liv-
ing inside of us. 

A month ago, after service, a 
Home Bible Study student was 
sharing her exuberance and ap-
preciation about having started 
a study that week with Sis. Leo-
nardson. She said, “Now I want 
to work toward baptism.” Ask-
ing her to explain what she 
meant by “working toward bap-
tism,” it became evident that she had 
a repenting heart. The Holy Ghost 
led me to say, “It is clear you have 
repented and desire to be baptized. 
You can now walk out those doors 
by yourself or you can walk out 
those doors with Jesus Christ not 
only by your side, but in you!” She 
seized the moment and was baptized 
in Jesus’ name, coming up from the 

water with the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost, speaking in tongues. She has 
radiated the presence of the Lord 
ever since.  

Friends, this is what it is all 
about. This is what we have been 
called to do. We have been called to 
run to our neighbors, friends, and 
even strangers, saying, “This is 
God…my closest friend.” 

                            Bible Study  
                Corner 

 By Thomas Blake 

Ward has been serving as an 
usher at the Wednesday evening ser-
vices for about five years. He says, “I 
remember when Tom Nelson re-
cruited me, he said it was a lifetime 
contract.”  

He became involved with Ted 
Krajewski and the Prison Ministry 
about three years ago when he 
learned about it at a “Ministry 
Fair.” (Refer to Mathew 25:36.) 
About a dozen men and women now 
attend monthly services at one of the 
correctional facilities in which they 
minister. 

Along with Jeff Merkes, Ward 
has also helped develop the Men's 
Ministry, which meets on the second 
and fourth Thursdays of each month. 

Anne attends another church on 
Sunday mornings but appreciates the 
opportunity to worship with us at 
Calvary Gospel on Sunday and 
Wednesday evenings.  

-WM 

Family of God 
(Continued from page 2) 

KidzRageous Class Raises Money to 
Buy Three Sign Language Bibles for 

Deaf  Ministry 
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MINISTRIES DIRECTORY 
������	������  Rev. John Grant              Ext. 3001 249-6445 


���
�	������  Rev. Richard Thomas      Ext 3004  249-6445 
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�	������'�������	��������  Rev. Roy Grant                Ext. 3017 249-6445 
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��	)�����  Rev. Raul Aguirre            Ext. 3005 249-6445 
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�A�	����	�	 Carolyn Thorpe                 Ext. 3001 249-6445 
������/�� ��!��	 �
���	� Thomas Blake 239-5651 
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� Ryan Hittesdorf 445-2123 
������
���	� Daniel & Mary Capacio 513-3820 
%� ��1�����!��� �!�	� Rev. Roy Grant                 Ext. 3017 249-6445 
!�*������
���	� Tim & Kim Knaup 825-3917 
!�	�����
�"
��	��
���
�#	��	�* James & Audrey Hawk 318-1303 
1������
���	�� Renee Thomas 513-0334�
0�	���"*�	�����
�����* Craig & Jane Rossing 206-0696 
+� ���.���
���	�� Linda Brown 318-0321 
���
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�
�� David Haupt  (church 249-6445 X3044) 635-2142 
��
.����
���	� Jeff Neesam                             438-1240 
������C�/��
 ���
���	� Scott & Vicki Leonardson 513-0959 
@���!�
��	��!�	� Andrew Cone / Darlene Grant 249-6445 
@���+����!������ John & Terry Seidl            Ext. 3026 249-6445 
@�	��	��C���������	�����/��� Eileen Mandley 839-5109 

#	���	DE	��
��!�	��#	���	 Peggy Moran 445-6458 
/�
����#�	�
���!���� Ellen Haupt & Mashanda Fisher 635-2142 
����
��������1�	����	 John Rivest                       Ext. 3014 249-6445 
,�����#����	� Rev. Phil & Fiona Demos 335-7445 

#	���	���
����	� Blake George 825-6793 

“Discover the Difference”“Discover the Difference”“Discover the Difference”“Discover the Difference”    
 
    

Calvary Gospel ChurchCalvary Gospel ChurchCalvary Gospel ChurchCalvary Gospel Church    
 

Sunday:  10:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday:  7:00 p.m. 

 

Voces UnidasVoces UnidasVoces UnidasVoces Unidas    
Servicios en Espanol 

 

Domingos:  1:00 p.m. 

Signing for the Deaf available 
 Nursery provided for all services 

Purpose Statement 
   

Calvary Gospel Church Calvary Gospel Church Calvary Gospel Church Calvary Gospel Church     
exists to 

  

“REACH UP” in Worship 
“REACH IN” in Discipleship 

“REACH OUT” in Evangelism 
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Calvary Gospel Church 
5301 Commercial Avenue 
Madison, Wisconsin 53704 


