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The month of October is celebrated as Pastor Appre-
ciation Month. We are blessed to have the finest pastoral 

staff there is! They are: 

•Senior Pastor: Rev. John W. Grant, Sr. 
•Associate Pastors: Rev. Rich Thomas, Rev. Roy 
Grant, and Rev. Andrew Cone 
•Youth Pastor: Rev. Phil Demos 
•Pastor of Voces Unidas: Rev. John Seidl 

 
God has given the church, His bride, under-shepherds 

to guard and keep watch over His flock. It is the respon-
sibility of the under-shepherds to watch for our soul, and 
it is our responsibility to obey them as they must give an 
account to God for us. It is better for us to listen to what 
they have to say so that on the day of accounting they 

may give an account with joy and not sorrow. Heb. 13:7 

Pastors are a gift to the church, and we must carefully 
care for them and love them. Pastors are used to minister 
to the body of Christ in many areas. Below are some of 

the main areas they are used to minister to the body: 

•Feeding God's sheep spiritual food in a timely man-
ner. As Pastor Grant always says, timing is everything. 

Acts 20:28 

•Guiding God's sheep in the right direction and keep-

ing them on the path toward home. Acts 11:23 

•Comforting God's sheep when times of trial or test-

ing come. Hebrews 10:32-37 

•Correction and restoration of God's sheep when they 

go astray. 1Corinthians 6:1-8 

During the month of October, we have an opportu-
nity to honor these men and their wives not for the won-
derful things they do, but just because we love and ap-
preciate them for who they are. The Bible tells us in Ro-
mans 13:7 "Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to 
whom tribute [is due]; custom to 
whom custom; fear to whom fear; 

honour to whom honour."  

1Timothy 5:17 says, “Let the 
elders that rule well be counted 
worthy of double honour, espe-
cially they who labour in the word 

and doctrine." 

Five Ways To Show Pastor Appreciation Every Day 

Here are five practical ways that we can honor our 

pastors every day of the year: 

1. Communicate: Talk with your pastor about his 
vision for the ministry. Make certain that you are on the 
same page. Ask for suggestions. Listen. Be open to ac-
cept feedback. Don’t burden your pastor with every 
problem that arises, but make sure he is aware of any 
significant concerns. Thank him for his support of your 

programs. 

2. Involve: Your pastor’s schedule will probably be a 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Welcome to the Family of  God 
Please look for these new “babies in Christ,” meet them,  

welcome them to Calvary Gospel Church, and pray for them daily. 

 Ashton Davenport        DeNae Gitonga          Cheryl Schwarz          Timothea Roman 

Sarah Klock and Brian Regnart 
were joined in marriage on Septem-
ber 18 at the Pres House located at 
731 State Street. It was a beautiful 
fall day, and the road construction 
and Badger football fans were not a 
problem for those who were invited 
to the wedding. Many guests found 
the Memorial Union a great spot to 
watch the game while waiting for the 
elegant dinner reception that fol-
lowed at the University Club. Brian 
and Sarah will be living in Stockton, 
California, following their honey-

moon in Maui. 

--Peggy Thomas  

ENGAGEMENTS 

Pat O’Malley and Shelly Warren 

will be married at the home of  Pat‘s 
parents on November 6. 

Tom Blake and Cindy Gorecki  
will be married on Saturday,  
October 23, at 2 p.m. The  
wedding will be held at Crystal 
Lake United Pentecostal Church, 
9346 Virginia Road, Lake in the 

Hills, Illinois. 

Bro. Tom extends an invitation 
to all his friends at Calvary Gospel 
Church to attend the ceremony and 
the reception to follow, which will 
be prepared by the ladies of the 
CLUPC. If you plan on attending 
the reception, please RSVP with the 
number of people to this e-mail ad-

dress: broblake@gmail.kom . 

Knaup-Pooch to Wed October 9 

   Megan Knaup and Scott Pooch will 
be married at Scott’s parents’ farm 
on Saturday, October 9. 

Haynes-Scott Plan April Wedding 

   Cresie Haynes and Robert Scott 
will be married on April 30, 2011. 

Chris and Chantelle Ringe welcomed their first 
child, a son, on September 17, the day after 

Chantelle’s birthday. Beck Theo weighed in at 
7 pounds 15 ounces. He is the first grandchild 
for Chris’ parents, who live in Milwaukee and 
have visited at CGC often, and the second for 
Grandpa Dave Haupt. Together, Dave and 
Ellen have eight grandchildren now. 

Nathan Neesam and  
Aaron Ritchie were recently 
in a weight-lifting competi-

tion at Prairie Athletic Club in Sun 
Prairie. Nathan won first place in his 
weight class, and Aaron took second 
in his class. Congratulate them on 
their recent win the next time you see 

them.                             --Jane Rossing  

WeightWeightWeightWeight----Lifting Lifting Lifting Lifting 
ChampsChampsChampsChamps    
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In Matthew 18:11, Jesus says of 
Himself: 

“For the Son of Man is come to 
save that which was lost.” 

 
Jesus’ greatest desire was to reach 

lost souls. He told the parable of leaving 
the ninety and nine sheep to find the 
one that was lost. It is not His will that 
any should perish, but that ALL should 

come to repentance (I Peter 3:9b). 

God’s greatest desire for the church 
is to reach our world. “And ye shall be 

witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost parts of the earth 
(Acts 1:8). It’s not enough for us to be 
good people, delivered from our past 
situations, and enjoying the blessings 
of God. We all know family members, 
neighbors, friends, and fellow work-
mates and schoolmates who need to 

know the truth of Jesus Christ. 

We have worked this past year to 
create opportunities to invite someone 
to a non-confrontational church event. 
In May, we began our Family Fun 

Nights with movies, food, and games 
on the church grounds. We have also 
taken several Saturdays to hand out 
water bottles and flyers at the local 
farmer’s market. In August, we held 
an outreach picnic at Elver Park – 
thanks to everyone involved, it was a 

success. 

We are looking forward to con-
tinuing these events and expanding 
them through the fall and winter. I 
Corinthians 9:22 says, "To the weak 
became I as weak that I might gain 
the weak. I am made all things to all 
men that I might by all means save 

some.”   

Everyone is encouraged to take 
advantage of our outreach events to 
invite someone to church. Please let 
me know if you have ideas for out-

reach or would like to get involved. 

God bless,  
Bro. Dave Punzel  

Reaching Into the Community With the Gospel 

Justin Wall and Martha Czerniakowski 
at Family Fun Night, one of the ways 
we reach out to the community. 

Seeing Double? No, this is LaVana (Vana) 
Maki and her sister, “Nene” Sheppard. Nene is 
living with the Makis while attending college. 
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Scott and Vicki Leonardson met at 
church camp in Montana. They cele-
brated their 30th anniversary on Oc-
tober 4. They are planning a trip to 
Maui, Hawaii, next fall to celebrate.  
   When asked to comment about her 
30-year marriage, Vicki said, “I am 
blessed to have been married to this 
kind, caring, compassionate man for 
30 years. He would do anything for 
his family.”  

 

Audrey and James Hawk cele-
brated their 30th wedding anniversary 
on September 27. James and Audrey 
met in a neighborhood bar where she 
was bartending and he was a cus-
tomer. After a very short courtship 
(which is something they do not rec-
ommend), they were married in  

Audrey’s parents’ backyard. 
   Audrey’s daughter, Elise 
Butterfield, came to CGC on the bus 
for many years before Audrey started 
attending. After the Hawks married, 
they were taught a Home Bible 
Study by the Seidls. James didn’t 
reach a place of full repentance. As a 
result of his alcoholism, he found 
himself sentenced to prison for 10 
years. While James was in prison, he 
decided that either he could continue 
to do wrong or give his life to God. 
He chose God.  
   Audrey and James would like to 
thank everyone who attended their 
30th anniversary party on September 
25. Audrey says, “About 120 people 
came to help us celebrate this great 
day—a day we did not really think 

we would see and would not have 
seen if it hadn’t been for the love of 
Jesus. What was a big blessing to 
James and me was the number of 
CIP students that were there. This is 
what it is all about – showing Jesus 
to others and them staying.” 
 

Pastor Richard and Peggy Thomas 
will be married 30 years on Novem-
ber 1. They attribute their happy 
marriage to the fact that they started 
attending Calvary Gospel Church 
just three months after they were 
married. God has been the center of 
their marriage from the very begin-
ning. They are celebrating their 30th 
anniversary by spending a romantic 
getaway at Sybaris Pool Suites in 
Mequon and then heading to Door 
County to relax and enjoy the fall 
colors. 

Welcome to These Newest Members of  CMI 
New students at area campuses include: 
(Left to right) Nene Sheppard, Austin Glass, Keri Haywood, Ethan Anderson, Melissa Tesch, Jeffrey Caldwell, Andrea 
Sottile, and Alec Budzinski. 

THREE COUPLES CELEBRATE 30TH ANNIVERSARIES 
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CAMPUS MINISTRYCAMPUS MINISTRYCAMPUS MINISTRY   
Ministry  
Spotlight 

When I was asked to write this 
article about the Knaups and the 
Campus Ministry, the first thing that 
came to my mind was when we first 

became friends with Tim and Kim.  

They came to the Lord in 1985, 
and right away Tim and Tom (my 
husband) hit it off. They would meet 
to shoot buckets, but it was debat-
able who hit the most baskets. Soon 
we became like family. They were 
put in the leadership position for the 
Campus Ministry in 1986 and have 
always taken the responsibility of 

that position very seriously.  

When Kim neared the birth of her 
first child, I asked who would be 
watching the baby while they had 
their campus meetings. She said that 
she didn’t know, so I volunteered, 
and it worked out great for both of 
us. God knew! So in 1990, Tom and 
I became part of the Campus Minis-

try and have been ever since.  

The Badger Chapter of CMI 
(College Ministries International) 
reaches out to campus students in 
small group meetings, weekly Bible 
studies, surveying, College Church 
services on campus, prayer meet-

ings, and attending services at Cal-

vary Gospel Church. 

You don’t have to be students to 
contribute to the Campus Ministry. 
We were blessed to be able to have 
fellowships at our house. From bon-
fires to hosting the annual Christmas 
party for many years, that was a real 
blessing, because we would have 
students tell us how thankful they 
were to come to a home for the holi-
day when they couldn’t go to their 

own home. 

CMI has monthly outings such as 
cookouts, hiking at Devils Lake 
State Park, marshmallow roasts at 
Picnic Point on the UW campus, 
potluck at local homes of members, 
caroling at the UW Hospital, and 
other recreational events. They ar-
range transportation to these events 
for those students who do not have 

their own.  

Campus Ministry has worldwide 
impact. The students they reach be-
come “missionaries,” taking the 
message of salvation all over the 
country and even to other countries. 
Tim is like a pastor to these students 
and may be even more. The Knaups 

are on call 24/7, and they treat their 
students like family. It doesn’t mat-
ter what kind of weather it is or what 
time of day it is, if there is a need, 
they are there. I have the utmost re-

spect and admiration for them. 

I know if I were a student under 
them, I would feel safe, secure, and 

privileged.                 --Diana Nelson 

 

CMI Mission: 
 

REACHING OUT – in Evangelism 

The Badger Chapter of CMI reaches out 

on the Madison area campuses with the 

Apostolic message of the New Birth.  

REACHING UP – in Worship 

The CMI members reach up in worship 

through College Church Services, 

prayer meetings, and gathering for 

weekly services at Calvary Gospel 

Church. 

REACHING IN – in Discipleship 

The CMI group works with college and 

high school students who have experi-

enced the New Birth by equipping them 

for ministry and serving as a support 

network. Some of the ways this is ac-

complished are leadership training, 
recreational activities, and mentoring 

and discipleship classes taught by 

students and geared toward students.  

Kim and Tim are honored 
during a recent service. 

2010 
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Advice from the Pastor 

 

5 steps to be an  

OVERCOMER: 
 

• Commit your situation to God. 

• Seek spiritual advice. 

• Make a scriptural study. 

• Memorize key scriptures. 

• Put scripture into practice. 

On Sunday, September 12, Rev. 
Ennis and Sis. Faith Fuller were 
scheduled to attend Pastor and Sis. 
Grant's anniversary services at CGC. 
Due to complications of Sis. Fuller's 
recurring cancer, they were not able to 
attend. Sis. Fuller's cancer is now at 
Stage 4. Please keep the Fullers in 

your prayers. 

In spite of the Fullers’ absence, 
Pastor Grant preached a two-part mes-
sage in the morning and evening ser-
vices entitled "Jesus is Enough for 

Me." 

Pastor Grant emphasized the 
power of personal testimonies. He 
highlighted some of the miraculous 
testimonies of those in our congrega-

tion: 

Jeff Merkes was dead on the high-

way. 

Ben Thompson was dead on the 

football field. 

Rich Thomas and Tom Nelson 
were delivered from alcohol and 

drugs. 

James Hawk was delivered from 
drugs, alcohol, the street life, and a 

prison sentence. 

Daniel Capacio's life was de-
stroyed by the hippie movement, but 
God delivered him and removed his 

addiction to smoking. 

Valerie Hvam was delivered from 
a "colorful" lifestyle of drugs and al-

cohol. 

Larry Smith was diagnosed with 
lung cancer, but the cancer is gone. 
Tests indicate it's as though it was 
never there. Divine healing cannot be 

denied. 

"Jumpin' " George O'Neal was de-

livered from LSD. 

God is a healer, redeemer, shelter, 
savior, all in all—He's everything! 
Ask yourself, after all the years you've 
served God, are you convinced to stay 
with God until the end? There is noth-
ing in this world that's good enough to 
lose your soul over. God's warranty 
doesn't expire. It's good from head to 
toe until you die. Is Jesus enough for 

you?                            -Jane Rossing 

Grant’s 38th Pastoral Anniversary 

Pierre Price 
Mark Nakielski 

Facing off 

   We would like to thank 
our church family for all the  
support we were given after 
Ben’s recent cardiac arrest. 
We deeply appreciate your 
prayers, cards, flowers,  
balloons, meals, and love  
offering! The generosity of 
this wonderful church is help-
ing our family through this 
situation. 
   Thank you for all you 
have done and for your contin-
ued prayers for our family.  

 

Ben and Stephanie Thompson 
and Girls 

Thank you!Thank you!Thank you!   
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This year’s annual flag football 
game was held in Sun Prairie on Sep-
tember 11, 2010. The day consisted of 
drafting the teams, playing football, 
and fellowship afterward. Fifteen 
guys came over to the Knaup house 
where the draft took place. Tony 
Shepherd and Pierre Price picked the 

teams, and we were off to the field.  

Tony’s team got off to a good 
start. Dave Badger picked off a pass 
and ran it back for a touchdown. 
Some of the other highlights included 
a long touchdown catch by Michell 
Pena and an improbable touchdown 
on a tipped pass. Tony’s team won 

the first game 

After the first game, we switched 
up teams a little so we could play 
with some of the other guys. The 
game was back and forth throughout 
with Tony’s team holding the edge 
the entire way. We traded off touch-
downs throughout and with just a few 
minutes remaining the team consist-
ing of Peter Saindon, Eric Siedl, Ben 
Thompson, and others were driving 
down the field and looking to close 
the gap, which then stood at 10 

points. 

Late in the second game, Peter’s 
team completed a pass that got us 
within just a couple yards of the end 
zone. After an incompletion on the 
next play, we saw Bro. Thompson on 
the ground. He was having a seizure. 
That is when football abruptly ended 

and life came back into focus.   

Madison police officer and CGC 
member, Jason Johnson, swept in to 
take control of the situation. He along 
with Peter Saindon 
kept him on his 
side and stabilized 
his head. Jason 
realized that Bro. 
Thompson wasn’t 
responding. He 

had no pulse. Jason started doing 
CCR (chest compressions) while Pe-
ter held his head. We yelled over to 
the sideline to call for an ambulance. 
The next roughly 25 minutes were 
really tough. The paramedics were on 
their way and we were doing every-

thing we could for Ben.  

While Jason and Peter were 
switching off CCR, the rest of us 
bound together in prayer for Bro. 
Thompson. A One-Call had gone out, 
and within minutes, the entire church 
was aware of the situation. Prayers 
were going out all over the city for 
our brother. The only thing we could 

do is pray. It was in God’s hands.  

The paramedics arrived and took 
over working on Ben, who at this 
point was pale. The EMTs shocked 
him, and when he was going into the 
ambulance, the last we heard was that 
he was going in and out of conscious-

ness.  

The police that were there said that 
the actions 
of Jason and 
Peter saved 
his life.  
 

Though what they did was truly he-
roic and needed to be done, it was 
God that saved Bro. Thompson that 

day. 

I remember calling my mother and 
telling her what had happened. At the 
end of the conversation, I said, “We 
gave him a chance. It is in God’s 
hands now.” Looking back on that 
day, we won’t remember the football, 
fellowship, or food. We will all re-
member the day God performed a 
miracle and gave a man another 
chance at life. When all hope seemed 
to be lost, God stepped in. This all 
reminds me of Proverbs 3:5, “Trust in 
the Lord with all thine heart and lean 

not on thine own understanding.”   

--Spencer Hix 

Leaf Day 2010 

God’s 
hands for 
the day—
Jason and 
Peter 

Pierre Price & 
Shane Duckwitz 

Ben Thompson 
played hard. 

Fun for the watchers too. 
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Do you have…  
 a wonderful testimony that will 

bring glory to God?  

 a special insight that God has given 
you during prayer or Bible 

reading?  

 a moment when a particular song 
ministered to you in just the 
way you needed?  

 
If you do, then we would like to 
know about it for possible use in 
some books being compiling for 
publication by Vickie Leonardson 
and Ellen Haupt. 
 

The books being planned are:  
1.  Testimonies of God’s miracu-

lous power  

2.  A Daily Devotions book – shar-
ing what God has shown you in 

your special times with Him  

3.  Testimonies of how God has 
used worship music to speak to 
you, answer your need, encour-
age you, etc.  

 
Our publication goal is late fall, and 
we desparately need contributions. 
We will give you all the assistance 
you need to give God the glory and 
to encourage one another in our 

daily walk with your insights and 
testimonies.  
 

Submissions for the devotional book 
should be 150 to 250 words long; 
additionally, a relevant scripture 
may be included.  
 

Your contributions may be given to 
Vickie Leonardson or Ellen Haupt  
or e-mailed to Ellen at 
erh2@centurytel.net.  
 

Don’t wait – send your contributions 
right away and keep sending them as 
God gives them to you. We need 366 
devotions to publish! 

Share the Wonderful Things  
God Reveals to You 

full one. Sometimes, pastors are 
brought in to handle only problems. It 
would be a delight if pastors could be 

brought in for the silly fun as well. 

3. Respect: Honor your pastor by 
respecting him in the confines of your 
own home, in your classrooms, and in 
your communities. Speak highly of 
him and encourage the children to do 
that as well. Demonstrate that respect 
through the hard work and humility of 

your own service to God. 

4. Encourage: On a regular basis, 
write a thank you to your pastor for 
his work. Send a passage of scripture. 
Give him a gift card, so he can treat 
his wife to a special dinner out. Create 
something memorable like a quilt of 
thanks or record your own unique 
messages or artwork in a scrapbook. 
Whatever it is, be creative and be gen-

erous! 

5. Support: We can support our 

pastors by serving God for His glory 
and by working together as a team. If 
everyone pulls their weight, the bur-
den of our pastors will be lifted. We 
can also support our pastors through 
the discipline of prayer. Make prayer 
for your pastor a regular part of your 
daily devotions. (http://ministry-to-

children.com/pastor-appreciation) 

There will be a box at the recep-
tionist’s desk where you can leave 
cards or notes of encouragement for 
our pastors. Remember our pastors 
not just today but ever day. The best 
gift to them is to pray for them every 

day. 

--Lovingly dedicated to our pastors and 

their wives by Linda Brown  

Pastor Appreciation Month 
(Continued from page 1) 

At the end of Youth Week, a 
drawing was held for the winner of a 
gift certificate. Every coin can turned 
in with at least $10 was entered into 

the drawing. 

Sis. Pat Puckett won the $50 gift 
certificate, but there was a twist! The 
focus of this Youth Week, “BE,” was 
on ministering to others. Thus, the 

certificate Sis. Pat re-
ceived was to be given by 
her to someone else. She 

chose Adriana Martell.  

—Ellen Haupt 

Gift Certificate for 
Sheaves for Christ  
Contest Awarded 
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Rev. John Seidl has accepted the 
call to pastor the 
Spanish ministry 
church, Voces Uni-
das, a sister church of 
Calvary Gospel 
Church (CGC). Fol-
lowing the resigna-
tion of Pastor Raul 

Aguire, who founded the ministry, 
Rev. John Russell very capably filled 
the pastorate until Bro. Seidl was able 

to step in. 

Bro. Russell (who moved to Madi-
son to retire!) is the grandfather of 
Scotia Leonardson, who interprets the 
services (Spanish/English) and heads 
the music ministry of Voces Unidas. 
When the Aguire family moved away, 
a great burden was placed on Sis. 
Scotia to find new musicians and 
sound technicians. Her parents and 
some members of CGC have helped 
fill the gap. Bro. Russell graciously 
consented to step back into pastoring 

until Bro. Seidl could take over.  

While some things have remained 
the same, such as service times, there 
have been some changes, such as the 
new sign near the street. Thanks to 
Jessica Rivest for her help in design-

ing the attractive sign. 

Voces Unidas is reaching out.  

• Bro. Seidl and Bro. Paulino Ra-
mirez are conducting a Spanish 

Bible study in Beaver Dam. 

• At an outreach on September 11 
at the Mexico and Central Amer-
ica Independence Festival held at 
Warner Park, about 900 bottles of 
water with a church label and 
scripture were handed out along 
with about 500 flyers for Voces 

Unidas and Touched Twice. 

• Six Voces Unidas members were 
able to attend Spanish Camp at 
Shawano over the Labor Day 

weekend. 

A special Back-to-School week-
end was held September 25 and 26  
 

with an emphasis on children. The 
weekend included a children’s choir 
led by Scotia Leonardson and a Bible 
drama produced by Tim and Kayla 

Powell. 

There have been lots of visitors 
and returning visitors in the Voces 
Unidas services, and on September 
14, a woman was filled with the Holy 

Ghost. 

Bro. Seidl said he is very thankful 
for the Russells, the Leonardsons, and 
the faithful saints of Voces Unidas 
who have been instrumental in mak-
ing this transition successful. Bro. and 
Sis. Russell will continue to help in 
the church, and many CGC members 
will continue to help out in music and 
technical areas such as overhead and 
sound until Voces Unidas members 
can be trained. These loving contribu-
tions to the ministry of Voces Unidas 
will most assuredly bear the fruit of 
revival among the Spanish-speaking 

population of our area. 

--Ellen Haupt 

Recent Changes at Voces Unidas  

L: Marc 
Capacio, 
Glen 
Usel-
mann, 
Tim Pow-
ell 

R: Dan Capacio with 
Zion Blofeld (Michael 
C. sleeping) 
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This past September, we ex-
panded the Bible Quizzing ministry 
by offering a one-month program 
called Pee-Wee Bible Quizzing for 
children six and under. We started 
the program September 8 and met 
the remaining Wednesday nights 

through the month. 

Our goal was three-fold: 

•Help introduce children and 
their families to memorizing God's 

word through Bible Quizzing. 

•Create a spirit-filled, family-
oriented program for children upon 
which to build the Calvary Gospel 

Church Bible Quizzing Ministry. 

•Fulfill the national UPCI Junior 
Bible Quiz motto:  LEARN IT --- 

QUIZ IT --- LIVE IT. 

Quiz practices were designed for 

both home and church  

We encouraged parents to spend 
10 to 15 minutes daily with their 
child at home, learning new material, 
reciting old material, and listening to 

a five-minute quiz CD. 

At church, Bible Quiz coaches 
led practices that reinforced learned 
material, ensured understanding, in-
troduced the buzzer system, and 

taught answering simple questions 

The great group of Pee-Wee quiz-
zers included Nolan Rossing, Seth 
Merkes, Alesiya Brost, Roman 
George, Madison Solberg, Juliana 
Moreno, Kenlee Rivest, and Olivia 

Ackah. 

We hope this successful new pro-
gram of Pee-Wee Quizzing will en-
courage more families to become a 
part of the awesome Bible Quiz Min-
istry at Calvary Gospel Church. Now 
we look forward to a great 2011  

Bible Quiz season! 

--Perry Hix 

PeePeePeePee----Wee Bible QuizzingWee Bible QuizzingWee Bible QuizzingWee Bible Quizzing    

The many faces of Pee-Wee Bible Quizzing 

ANSWER IS AT LEFT, BOTTOM OF COLUMN.  

Did you guess Tom Nelson and Felix Crowder? 
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Guess what? Satan 
doesn’t want you to be 
soul winner! He doesn’t 
want you to be a Chris-
tian either. In his eyes, if you 
have to be a Christian, he would pre-
fer you to be one in name only. Satan 
has made it his goal, if possible, to 
make each and every one of us inef-

fective.   

Satan uses a large number of tac-
tics, devices, and people to get the job 
done. One of Satan’s greatest and 
most powerful tools is his ability to 
intimidate. The dictionary renders the 
word “intimidate” to mean (1) to 
make afraid; to make timid; overawe; 
(2) to force or deter with threats or 

violence.   

The Bible is full of examples of 
people who were subjected to the full 
fury of Satan to try to stop them from 
being a witness to God’s salvation. 
The apostle, Paul, was often subjected 
to physical abuse at the hands of Sa-
tan’s minions (see II Corinthians 
11:23-28). Even today around the 
world, people are still being impris-
oned, abused, ridiculed, and sidelined 
because of their willingness to be 

used by God to be witnesses.   

Intimidation takes many forms. 
From the severest of physical abuse, 
like the examples listed above, to the 
more subtle manifestations, such as 
threat of termination or disassociation 
from a job or group. Almost all em-
ployers have employee handbooks 
which forbid all of the types of behav-
ior they want eliminated from the 
workplace. Now this may be one of 

solicitation.   

The company I work for has a 
handbook that reads:  “It is the Com-
pany’s policy that there be no solicita-

tion during working time. No 
employee may engage in solici-
tation, nor may any employee 
willingly accept solicitation on 
behalf of any club, society, and 
religious organization, political 
party or similar association for 
any other purpose during actual 
working time of either the so-
licitor or the person being solic-

ited.” 

It goes on to say there may 
not be any solicitation during 
“actual working time.” It defines 
actual working time as not being 
before actual work time begins, the 
time after the working day ends, and 
not during the employees break or 
lunch time. Thus, my company’s em-
ployee handbook lets me know I can 
legally witness at certain times of the 
day. We owe our employers a full 

workday. 

Intimidation takes place on all lev-
els, in all manner of ways and meth-
ods. Christianity is under fire at all 
levels of society all around the world. 
Intimidation has many faces:  outright 
rejection or hostility, mockery, threats 
(real or imagined), attitudes displayed 
against or about us, snickering within 
one’s peer group, snubbing, and dis-
sociation from families. The list 
seems endless and intimidating in 
itself. Almost always, intimidation is 
based in the ignorance of the people 

who are the intimidators. 

Intimidation is always a discour-
aging thing to endure, that’s why Sa-
tan uses it. Sometimes it seems like a 
hopeless and overwhelming prospect 
to carry out the mission of the 
Church-to reach the lost for the King-

dom of God.   

Jesus said in John 16:33, “These 
things I have spoken unto you, that in 
me ye might have peace. In the world 

ye shall have tribulation: but be of 
good cheer; I have overcome the 
world.” Paul said in Romans 8:18, 
“For I reckon that the sufferings of 
this present time are not worthy to be 
compared with the glory which shall 

be revealed in us.” 

So what can we do to overcome a 
spirit of intimidation? Prayer is first 
and foremost. Prayer is a powerful 
tool in our arsenal of weapons. Pray 
that God will give you a spirit of 
boldness (see Acts 4:29). Pray for 
wisdom (see James 1:5). Pray you 
may take on the whole armor of God, 
particularly the shield of faith (see 
Ephesians 6: 11-13). Pray God will 
lead you to those who are hungry to 

know Him.   

Secondly, we need to study the 
Word of God, so we know what we 
are talking about. Calvary Gospel 
Church’s Home Bible Study team 
would like to offer some help in this 
area. On Wednesday evenings, Octo-
ber 10, 20, 27 and November 10, 
there will be Soul Winning/Home 
Bible Study Teacher Training classes 
after the worship portion of the ser-
vices. Contact Bro Glen Rossing if 

you’d like to attend the classes. 

        Bible Study         Bible Study         Bible Study         Bible Study     
               Corner               Corner               Corner               Corner    

 By Glen Rossing 

If you are teaching or desire to be taught a 

Home Bible Study, please let us know.  

The best way to be plugged into the 
HBS program for both teacher and  

student is through our email:  

hbs@calvarygospelchuch.org. 

Satan’s greatest lie to the believer is: 

“Not now, later.”  
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